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Foreword 



This First Look presents findings from the 2004/09 Beginning Postsecondary 
Students Longitudinal Study (BPS:04/09), which collected information over a period 
of 6 years that describes the enrollment and employment experiences of a national 
sample of undergraduates who began their postsecondary education for the first time 
in the 2003-04 academic year. The focus of the tables in this report is on rates of 
certificate and degree completion among students of different backgrounds starting 
their postsecondary education at different types of institutions. BPS:04/09 is the 
third in a series of studies of beginning postsecondary students that have previously 
covered the years 1990-94 (BPS: 90/94) and 1996-2001 (BPS: 96/01). Reports that 
have used these studies and public access to the data upon which the reports are 
based may be found on the NCES website for BPS at 
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/BPS . 

The purpose of this report is to introduce new data through the presentation of 
tables containing descriptive information. As a result only selected findings are 
presented. These findings have been chosen to demonstrate the range of information 
available when using BPS data rather than to discuss all of the observed differences, 
and they are not meant to emphasize any particular issue. 

The data on which this report is based are available to researchers and the public 
through the NCES DataLab at http://nces.ed.gov/datalab . The DataLab provides 
users with two options, QuickStats and PowerStats. QuickStats is an easy-to-use 
introductory tool designed for the public that allows users to create their own tables 
from the 1 00 most frequently used variables. PowerStats is a simplified and improved 
version of the older Data Analysis System (DAS) that provides researchers with many 
more options for producing tables and multivariate analyses. PowerStats contains all 
1,300 variables available in the BPS:04/09 data file, with descriptions, programming 
notes, and frequency distributions. 

We hope that the information in this report will be useful to a wide range of readers, 
and will encourage researchers and others to make full use of the NCES DataLab 
tools to answer their own questions about the experiences and degree completions of 
first-time undergraduates. 

Thomas Weko 

Associate Commissioner 
Postsecondary, Adult, and Career Education Division 
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Introduction 



This report provides a first look at selected findings from the 2004/09 Beginning 
Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study (BPS:04/09). It is based on data 
describing a nationally representative sample of undergraduates who entered 
postsecondary education for the first time during the 2003-04 academic year. 
BPS:04/09 covers the experiences of these first-time beginners over a period of 6 
academic years, from 2003-04 to 2008-09, and provides information about the rates 
at which students completed degrees or certificates, transferred to other institutions, 
and left postsecondary education without attaining degrees or certificates. 



The BPS:04/09 Data Collection 

The first-time beginning students in the BPS:04/09 study were identified in the 
2003-04 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:04). NPSAS:04 is a 
nationally representative sample of about 90,000 undergraduate, graduate, and first- 
professional students in about 1,600 postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico who are eligible to participate in federal Title 
IV student aid programs. Approximately 19,000 respondents were identified in the 
NPSAS:04 survey as first-time beginning postsecondary students and became the 
sample for the BPS:04/09 longitudinal study. While the NPSAS:04 study sample 
represents the approximately 19 million undergraduates enrolled in 2003-04, the 
BPS:04/09 study sample represents the approximately 4 million undergraduates who 
were first-time postsecondary beginners in 2003-04. 

The first-time beginners in the BPS:04/09 study were interviewed three times: in 
2004, at the end of their first year in postsecondary education; in 2006, 3 years after 
they had started in postsecondary education; and in 2009, 6 years after they had 
started. In 2004, they were interviewed about a variety of subjects, including their 
academic and social experiences during the first year, their work while enrolled, their 
education plans and long-term goals, their demographic characteristics, and their 
family responsibilities and background. Between March and September of 2006 they 
were interviewed again, with a focus on their enrollment patterns since 2004, 
including any transfers, stopout periods, attendance intensity, and completion of 
certificates and degrees. Those who were no longer enrolled were asked about their 
employment experiences. The third-year survey is called BPS:04/06, and the results 
of both the 2004 and the 2006 interviews have been published in a previous report 
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(Berkner and Choy 2008). 1 The 2009 interview, conducted between February and 
October of 2009, focused on the degree completion of those still enrolled after 2006, 
graduate school enrollment of those who had completed bachelor’s degrees, and 
employment of those no longer enrolled. 

The BPS:04/09 study draws on many sources of data. Information about the 
beginning postsecondary students during their first year comes from NPSAS:04, 
which includes a student interview, institutional records, federal financial aid 
applications, and federal student loan and Pell Grant records. Data on 2003-04 
beginning postsecondary students in 2006 and 2009 are primarily based on the 
follow-up student interviews. However, both the 2006 and 2009 studies integrate 
students’ enrollment records from the National Student Clearinghouse and data 
from the same federal databases used in the base year; the 2006 study also contains 
information from college admissions test agencies, and the 2009 study includes 
college transcript data from July 1, 2003, through June 30, 2009. In all three study 
years (2004, 2006, and 2009), student interviews were distributed as web-based 
questionnaires that were either self- administered or conducted via telephone with a 
trained interviewer. In 2009, about 15,000 students completed the interview, 
resulting in a weighted interview response rate of 82 percent. National Student 
Clearinghouse data or transcript data provided information on another 1,500 cases, 
resulting in an overall weighted response rate of 89 percent. 

For more information, a glossary describing the variables used in the tables is 
provided in appendix A. The technical notes in appendix B supply additional 
information about response rates, the methodology of the data collection, file 
preparation, and analysis. Descriptive reports and public access datasets for BPS 
studies are also available on the NCES website (http:// nces.ed.gov/ datalab) . 



The Organization of the Tables in This Report 

The first three tables present information on students’ attainment and persistence 
anywhere between 2003 and 2009. These tables show the percentage of students who 
attained various degrees, regardless of where they completed them, and the 
percentage of students who had not attained a degree but were still enrolled in some 
type of postsecondary institution, whether or not that institution was their original 
institution. Thus, the analysis of attainment and persistence in the first three tables is 
based on the students’ perspective. Table 1 shows the results for all first-time 



1 The methodology report for this study has also been published. See Cominole et al. (2007). 
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beginners, table 2 includes only those who began at a public 2-year college, and table 
3 includes only those who began at a 4-year institution. 

Tables 4-6 provide data on students’ attainment and retention at the first institution 
attendedbetween 2003 and 2009. More specifically, these tables show the percentage 
of students who either completed a degree at their first institution or were still 
enrolled at their first institution 6 years after entering. The analysis of attainment and 
retention in tables 4-6 is thus from the first institution’s perspective. Tables 4-6 are 
parallel to tables 1-3 in that table 4 includes results for all first-time beginners, table 
5 only includes those who began at a public 2-year college, and table 6 only includes 
those who began at a 4-year institution. 
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Selected Findings 



Attainment and persistence at any institution within 6 years (2004-09) 

• Among 2003-04 beginning students, about 9 percent had received a 
certificate, 9 percent had received an associate’s degree, and 31 percent had 
received a bachelor’s degree within 6 years from any institution (table 1). 
Another 15 percent had not yet received a degree but were currently enrolled 
at some institution (7 percent at a 4-year institution and 8 percent at a less- 
than-4-year institution), while an additional 35 percent had not received a 
degree and were not enrolled at any institution. 

• Among 2003-04 beginning students who first enrolled in a public 2-year 
institution, about 8 percent had received a certificate, 14 percent had received 
an associate’s degree, and 12 percent had received a bachelor’s degree within 

6 years from any institution (table 2). Another 20 percent had not yet 
received a degree but were currently enrolled somewhere (7 percent at a 4- 
year institution and 13 percent at a less-than-4-year institution) and 46 
percent had not received a degree and were not enrolled at any institution. 

• Among 2003—04 beginning students who first enrolled in a 4-year 
institution, 58 percent had received a bachelor’s degree, 5 percent had 
received an associate’s degree, and 2 percent had received a certificate within 
6 years from any institution (table 3). An additional 12 percent had not yet 
received a degree but were currently enrolled somewhere (9 percent at a 4- 
year institution and 3 percent at a less-than-4-year institution) and 24 
percent had not received a degree and were not enrolled at any institution. 

Attainment and persistence at first institution within 6 years (2004-09) 

• In contrast to the above bullets that presented students’ attainment and 
persistence rates at any institution, the following bullets highlight students’ 
attainment and persistence rates just at their first postsecondary institution. 
Specifically, among 2003-04 beginning students, about 8 percent had 
received a certificate, 9 percent had received an associate’s degree, and 22 
percent had received a bachelor’s degree within 6 years from the first 
institution that they attended (table 4) . Students who had not yet attained a 
degree from their first institution by the spring of 2009 were currently 
enrolled at their first institution (6 percent), had left their first institution but 
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had transferred to another institution (27 percent), or had left their first 
institution and had not enrolled anywhere else (28 percent). 

• Among 2003-04 beginning students who first enrolled in a public 2-year 
institution, 6 percent had received a certificate and 15 percent had received 
an associate’s degree at their first institution within 6 years (table 5). Students 
who had not yet attained a degree from their first institution by the spring of 
2009 were currently enrolled at their first institution (9 percent), had left 
their first institution but transferred to another institution (32 percent), or 
had left their first institution and had not enrolled elsewhere (37 percent). 

• Among 2003—04 beginning students who first enrolled in a 4-year 
institution, about 50 percent had received a bachelor’s degree, 3 percent had 
received an associate’s degree, and about 1 percent had received a certificate 
at their first institution within 6 years (table 6). Students who had not yet 
received a degree from their first institution by spring of 2009 were currently 
enrolled at their first institution (5 percent), had left their first institution but 
transferred to another institution (25 percent), or had left their first 
institution and had not enrolled anywhere else (17 percent). 



TABLES 
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Table 1 . ALL BEGINNING STUDENTS: ATTAINMENT AND PERSISTENCE AT ANY INSTITUTION: Six-year 

attainment and persistence rates at any institution among all beginning students, by first institution type, 
enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, and demographics: 2004-09 



Attained a degree from Did not attain a degree from 

any institution by spring 2009 1 any institution by spring 2009 

Highest degree attained Status in spring 2009 

Enrolled 

At less- 



Characteristic 


Certificate 


Associate’s 

degree 


Bachelor’s 

degree 


At 4-year 
institution 


than-4-year 

institution 


Not 

enrolled 


Total 


9.4 


9.3 


30.7 


7.1 


7.9 


35.5 


Type of first institution 
4-year 
Public 


1.6 


3.8 


59.5 


9.7 


3.2 


22.2 


Private nonprofit 


1.5 


3.8 


64.6 


7.9 


3.2 


19.0 


For-profit 


t 


14.6 


15.7 


6.1 ! 


5.2 ! 


54.8 


2-year 

Public 


8.5 


14.4 


11.6 


6.7 


12.9 


46.0 


Private nonprofit 


13.3 ! 


21.5 ! 


11.3 I 


t 


6.0 ! 


43.4 


For-profit 


19.6 


19.5 


4 


t 


8.1 ! 


50.9 


Less-than-2-year 

Public 


64.8 


3.5 ! 


4 


t 


3.7 ! 


26.3 


For-profit 


52.2 


0.9 


4 


2.2 


7.5 


37.0 


Attendance intensity through 2009 


Always full-time 


9.8 


8.0 


44.9 


4.8 


2.8 


29.7 


Mixed 


8.9 


12.1 


20.9 


11.2 


13.5 


33.4 


Always part-time 


10.0 


5.2 


t 


1.8 


11.3 


71.3 


Transfer status 


Never transferred 


9.3 


8.1 


32.7 


3.3 


6.6 


40.0 


Transferred 


9.9 


12.0 


26.6 


15.1 


10.8 


25.7 


Degree program, 2003-04 


No degree 


7.9 


7.1 


15.7 


9.3 


11.3 


48.7 


Certificate 


52.2 


2.1 


0.8 ! 


2.0 


7.3 


35.6 


Associate’s degree 


5.9 


17.9 


11.3 


6.3 


12.1 


46.4 


Bachelor's degree 


1.1 


2.9 


63.2 


8.8 


2.9 


21.0 


Highest degree ever expected 
to complete, 2003-04 
No degree 


23.8 


4 


t 


1.8 ! 


8.0 ! 


64.6 


Certificate 


49.5 


4 


t 


* 


4.6 


43.2 


Associate’s degree 


18.8 


17.6 


1.7 


2.9 ! 


8.6 


50.5 


Bachelor's degree 


9.7 


11.3 


22.0 


7.2 


9.3 


40.6 


Advanced degree 


4.3 


7.6 


43.8 


8.2 


7.3 


28.8 


Recent high school graduate 


Yes 


5.2 


8.8 


45.0 


7.9 


6.6 


26.5 


No 


15.9 


10.1 


9.0 


5.9 


10.0 


49.2 



See notes at end of table. 
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Table 1 . ALL BEGINNING STUDENTS: ATTAINMENT AND PERSISTENCE AT ANY INSTITUTION: Six-year 

attainment and persistence rates at any institution among all beginning students, by first institution type, 
enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, and demographics: 2004-09 — Continued 



Attained a degree from Did not attain a degree from 

any institution by spring 2009 1 any institution by spring 2009 

Highest degree attained Status in spring 2009 

Enrolled 

At less- 



Characteristic 


Certificate 


Associate’s 

degree 


Bachelor’s 

degree 


At 4-year 
institution 


than-4-year 

institution 


Not 

enrolled 


Sex 


Male 


7.5 


9.1 


30.4 


8.5 


7.7 


36.8 


Female 


10.9 


9.5 


31.0 


6.0 


8.1 


34.5 


Age when first enrolled, 2003-04 


18 years or younger 


5.4 


8.5 


45.0 


8.1 


6.5 


26.5 


1 9 years 


6.7 


9.9 


38.2 


7.4 


7.4 


30.3 


20-23 years 


13.9 


10.3 


10.2 


7.3 


11.8 


46.5 


24-29 years 


19.5 


9.9 


5.5 


4.9 


9.3 


50.9 


30 years or older 


17.8 


9.8 


4.5 


4.0 


8.8 


55.1 


Race/ethnicity 2 


White 


7.7 


10.2 


36.4 


6.1 


6.6 


33.1 


Black 


12.6 


7.6 


16.7 


9.1 


10.7 


43.4 


Hispanic 


15.9 


8.4 


16.9 


7.5 


9.2 


42.1 


Asian 


5.0 


8.0 


45.5 


11.9 


7.2 


22.4 


Other or Two or more races 


7.6 


8.2 


27.3 


7.7 


13.4 


35.8 


Dependency status, 2003-04 


Dependent 


6.0 


9.3 


40.8 


7.8 


7.1 


29.0 


Independent 


18.0 


9.5 


5.6 


5.1 


10.0 


51.7 


Highest education of parents, 2003-04 3 


High school or less 


15.0 


10.4 


15.4 


6.2 


8.9 


44.2 


Some postsecondary 


8.8 


12.4 


26.2 


6.8 


9.2 


36.6 


Bachelor's degree or higher 


4.4 


6.6 


49.4 


7.9 


6.2 


25.5 


Dependent student family income level, 2002 


Lowest (less than $32,000) 


10.5 


9.2 


25.5 


8.4 


8.2 


38.1 


Low middle ($32,000-59,999) 


6.6 


10.8 


36.3 


7.9 


8.5 


29.8 


High middle ($60,000-91,999) 


3.9 ! 


9.8 


45.5 


8.0 


5.7 


27.1 


Highest ($92,000 or more) 


2.4 


7.1 


58.6 


6.8 


5.6 


19.4 



! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable). Relative standard error is greater than 0.3 but less than 0.5. 
t Reporting standards not met. 

1 These columns include some students who attained a degree and continued to be enrolled. 

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, and Other or Two or more races includes American Indian or Alaska Native, Native 
Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander, and individuals who indicated Other or Two or more races. 

3 Results include only students who knew their parents' highest level of education. 

NOTE: Totals include students in private nonprofit less-than-2-year institutions. Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary 
institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2003-04 Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study, 
Second Follow-up (BPS:04/09). 
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Table 2. STUDENTS BEGINNING AT 2-YEAR PUBLIC COLLEGES: ATTAINMENT AND PERSISTENCE AT ANY 
INSTITUTION: Six-year attainment and persistence rates at any institution among students 
beginning at 2-year public colleges, by enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, 
and demographics: 2004-09 



Attained a degree from Did not attain a degree from 

any institution by spring 2009 1 any institution by spring 2009 

Highest degree attained Status in spring 2009 

Enrolled 

At less- 



Characteristic 


Certificate 


Associate’s 

degree 


Bachelor’s 

degree 


At 4-year 
institution 


than-4-year 

institution 


Not 

enrolled 


Total 


8.5 


14.4 


11.6 


6.7 


12.9 


46.0 


Attendance intensity through 2009 


Always full-time 


8.8 


16.8 


19.4 


5.7 


5.7 


43.6 


Mixed 


8.4 


16.6 


11.9 


9.5 


16.9 


36.7 


Always part-time 


8.1 I 


5.5 


t 


0.9 I 


12.4 


73.0 


Transfer status 


Never transferred 


8.4 


15.0 


t 


0.9 


15.4 


60.3 


Transferred 


8.6 


13.5 


29.0 


15.4 


9.0 


24.5 


Degree program, 2003-04 


No degree 


8.1 


6.8 


13.6 


8.0 


12.8 


50.7 


Certificate 


51.4 


4.9 ! 


t 


3.8 I 


5.6 


31.9 


Associate's degree 


6.2 


16.4 


11.7 


6.6 


13.3 


45.8 


Bachelor's degree 


t 


$ 


t 


t 


t 


* 


Type of associate’s degree 


Occupational or technical 


10.1 


20.2 


5.8 


5.2 


11.4 


47.3 


General education/transfer 


4.7 


15.0 


13.9 


7.1 


14.0 


45.3 


Highest degree ever expected 
to complete, 2003-04 


No degree 


t 


* 


# 


# 


t 


87.9 


Certificate 


39.4 


* 


t 


t 


7.4 ! 


47.9 


Associate's degree 


12.9 


18.8 


1.7 I 


3.0 I 


10.2 


53.5 


Bachelor's degree 


7.3 


15.0 


10.2 


6.1 


12.6 


48.8 


Advanced degree 


6.1 


13.6 


17.0 


8.8 


14.4 


40.0 


Recent high school graduate 


Yes 


6.9 


16.6 


18.4 


8.2 


12.6 


37.2 


No 


9.9 


12.4 


5.4 


5.3 


13.1 


54.0 


Sex 


Male 


8.4 


12.6 


11.1 


8.0 


12.6 


47.3 


Female 


8.5 


15.8 


12.0 


5.7 


13.0 


45.0 



See notes at end of table. 
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Table 2. STUDENTS BEGINNING AT 2-YEAR PUBLIC COLLEGES: ATTAINMENT AND PERSISTENCE AT ANY 
INSTITUTION: Six-year attainment and persistence rates at any institution among students 
beginning at 2-year public colleges, by enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, 
and demographics: 2004-09 — Continued 



Attained a degree from Did not attain a degree from 

any institution by spring 2009 1 any institution by spring 2009 

Highest degree attained Status in spring 2009 

Enrolled 

At less- 



Characteristic Certificate 


Associate’s 

degree 


Bachelor’s 

degree 


At 4-year 
institution 


than-4-year 

institution 


Not 

enrolled 


Age when first enrolled, 2003-04 


18 years or younger 


6.3 


15.9 


18.9 


8.8 


12.9 


37.2 


1 9 years 


7.1 


16.8 


15.0 


6.9 


11.8 


42.3 


20-23 years 


7.7 


12.3 


5.9 


8.0 


15.1 


50.9 


24-29 years 


13.2 ! 


12.6 


3.2 ! 


4.3 


12.6 


54.2 


30 years or older 


12.4 


11.6 


3.0 ! 


2.7 ! 


12.1 


58.2 


Race/ethnicity 2 


White 


9.2 


16.2 


13.3 


5.7 


11.2 


44.4 


Black 


9.6 


10.3 


6.2 


8.1 


16.7 


49.0 


Hispanic 


6.0 


11.7 


8.2 


6.0 


14.7 


53.3 


Asian 


6.5 ! 


14.8 


18.8 


16.7 


11.8 ! 


31.5 


Other or Two or more races 


6.3 ! 


12.6 


9.1 


7.5 


17.8 


46.7 


Dependency status, 2003-04 


Dependent 


6.3 


16.2 


16.2 


8.1 


12.3 


40.8 


Independent 


12.1 


11.3 


3.7 


4.4 


13.8 


54.8 


Highest education of parents, 2003-04 3 


High school or less 


10.2 


13.5 


7.5 


5.4 


12.7 


50.6 


Some postsecondary 


8.4 


17.0 


12.1 


5.7 


13.4 


43.2 


Bachelor's degree or higher 


6.1 


13.8 


18.0 


9.2 


12.7 


40.1 


Dependent student family income level, 2002 


Lowest (less than $32,000) 


6.2 


14.3 


12.7 


8.5 


11.7 


46.7 


Low middle ($32,000-59,999) 


6.7 


16.6 


17.1 


6.3 


14.5 


38.8 


High middle ($60,000-91,999) 


6.9 ! 


16.5 


17.9 


9.3 


9.8 


39.6 


Highest ($92,000 or more) 


5.1 


18.7 


18.2 


8.4 


13.4 


36.2 



# Rounds to zero. 

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable). Relative standard error is greater than 0.3 but less than 0.5. 
t Reporting standards not met. 

1 These columns include some students who attained a degree and continued to be enrolled. 

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, and Other or Two or more races includes American Indian or Alaska Native, Native 
Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander, and individuals who indicated Other or Two or more races. 

3 Results include only students who knew their parents’ highest level of education. 

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2003-04 Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study, 
Second Follow-up (BPS:04/09). 
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Table 3. STUDENTS BEGINNING AT 4-YEAR COLLEGES: ATTAINMENT AND PERSISTENCE AT ANY INSTITUTION: 
Six-year attainment and persistence rates at any institution among students beginning at 4-year 
colleges, by first institution type, enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, and 
demographics: 2004-09 



Attained a degree from Did not attain a degree from 

any institution by spring 2009 1 any institution by spring 2009 

Highest degree attained Status in spring 2009 

Enrolled 

At less- 



Characteristic 


Certificate 


Associate’s 

degree 


Bachelor’s 

degree 


At 4-year 
institution 


than-4-year 

institution 


Not 

enrolled 


Total 


1.7 


4.6 


58.0 


8.9 


3.3 


23.6 


Type of first institution 


Public 


1.6 


3.8 


59.5 


9.7 


3.2 


22.2 


Private nonprofit 


1.5 


3.8 


64.6 


7.9 


3.2 


19.0 


For-profit 


4 


14.6 


15.7 


6.1 ! 


5.2 ! 


54.8 


Doctorate-granting status of first 
institution 


Doctorate 


1.5 


2.6 


68.1 


8.3 


2.7 


16.8 


Non-doctorate 


1.9 


6.5 


47.8 


9.5 


4.0 


30.4 


Attendance intensity through 2009 


Always full-time 


1.2 


3.8 


68.7 


5.4 


1.3 


19.6 


Mixed 


2.7 


6.1 


39.5 


15.8 


7.5 


28.4 


Always part-time 


4 


4 


4 


11.1 ! 


4 


73.6 


Degree program, 2003-04 


No degree 


5.4 ! 


9.4 ! 


28.4 


16.9 


3.7 ! 


36.2 


Certificate 


15.5 ! 


4 


4 


4 


4 


57.9 


Associate’s degree 


5.0 ! 


22.0 


15.1 


7.0 


6.1 


44.8 


Bachelor’s degree 


1.1 


2.9 


63.2 


8.8 


2.9 


21.0 


Highest degree ever expected 
to complete, 2003-04 


No degree 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


Certificate 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


Associate’s degree 


16.2 ! 


21.3 ! 


6.1 ! 


4 


4.6 ! 


43.5 


Bachelor’s degree 


2.2 


6.8 


46.2 


10.2 


4.9 


29.7 


Advanced degree 


1.1 


3.3 


63.7 


8.4 


2.7 


20.8 


Recent high school graduate 


Yes 


1.1 


3.9 


64.4 


8.1 


3.0 


19.5 


No 


4.3 


7.4 


28.8 


12.4 


5.0 


42.1 


Sex 


Male 


1.2 


5.1 


55.1 


10.5 


3.4 


24.8 


Female 


2.1 


4.2 


60.2 


7.6 


3.3 


22.6 



See notes at end of table. 







12 



TABLES 



Table 3. STUDENTS BEGINNING AT 4-YEAR COLLEGES: ATTAINMENT AND PERSISTENCE AT ANY INSTITUTION: 
Six-year attainment and persistence rates at any institution among students beginning at 4-year 
colleges, by first institution type, enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, and 
demographics: 2004-09 — Continued 



Attained a degree from Did not attain a degree from 

any institution by spring 2009 1 any institution by spring 2009 

Highest degree attained Status in spring 2009 

Enrolled 

At less- 



Characteristic Certificate 


Associate’s 

degree 


Bachelor’s 

degree 


At 4-year 
institution 


than-4-year 

institution 


Not 

enrolled 


Age when first enrolled, 2003-04 


18 years or younger 


1.6 


3.8 


64.2 


8.3 


2.9 


19.3 


1 9 years 


1.0 


4.4 


61.9 


8.7 


3.7 


20.4 


20-23 years 


3.5 ! 


6.9 


31.1 


10.6 


5.6 ! 


42.3 


24-29 years 


t 


9.4 ! 


20.4 


11.7 


* 


51.5 


30 years or older 


4.6 ! 


8.7 ! 


16.3 


13.9 


* 


53.5 


Race/ethnicity 2 


White 


1.5 


4.8 


62.6 


7.2 


2.5 


21.4 


Black 


2.2 ! 


4.2 ! 


40.5 


14.2 


5.4 ! 


33.6 


Hispanic 


2.2 ! 


5.1 


41.5 


14.0 


4.6 


32.5 


Asian 


t 


2.1 ! 


70.4 


8.7 


3.3 ! 


14.5 


Other or Two or more races 


2.5 ! 


4.4 ! 


52.8 


9.4 


7.0 


23.9 


Dependency status, 2003-04 


Dependent 


1.4 


4.2 


62.7 


8.4 


3.2 


20.1 


Independent 


3.7 


7.5 


20.2 


13.1 


4.2 ! 


51.3 


Highest education of parents, 2003-04 3 


High school or less 


2.9 


6.6 


40.4 


10.8 


4.5 


34.7 


Some postsecondary 


2.3 ! 


7.0 


49.8 


9.1 


4.4 


27.5 


Bachelor’s degree or higher 


0.9 


2.7 


69.3 


7.6 


2.5 


16.9 


Dependent student family income level, 2002 


Lowest (less than $32,000) 


2.6 ! 


4.6 


47.1 


10.6 


5.1 


30.0 


Low middle ($32,000-59,999) 


1.9 


6.1 


56.5 


10.1 


2.8 


22.6 


High middle ($60,000-91,999) 


1.1 


4.4 


65.7 


7.4 


3.0 


18.4 


Highest ($92,000 or more) 


0.6 ! 


2.0 


76.4 


6.1 


2.4 


12.5 



! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable). Relative standard error is greater than 0.3 but less than 0.5. 

$ Reporting standards not met. 

1 These columns include some students who attained a degree and continued to be enrolled. 

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, and Other or Two or more races includes American Indian or Alaska Native, Native 
Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander, and individuals who indicated Other or Two or more races. 

3 Results include only students who knew their parents’ highest level of education. 

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2003-04 Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study, 
Second Follow-up (BPS:04/09). 







TABLES 



13 



Table 4. ALL BEGINNING STUDENTS: ATTAINMENT AND RETENTION AT FIRST INSTITUTION: Six-year 

attainment and retention rates at first institution among all beginning students, by first institution type, 
enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, and demographics: 2004-09 





Attained a degree from 
first institution by spring 2009 1 


Did not attain a degree from 
first institution by spring 2009 




Highest degree attained 




Status as of spring 2009 


Characteristic 


Certificate 


Associate’s Bachelor’s 

degree degree 


Enrolled 
at first 
institution 


Had left first 
institution, 
and had 
enrolled at 
another 
institution 


Had left first 
institution, 
and had 
never enrolled 
at another 
institution 


Total 


7.7 


8.8 


22.3 


6.1 


26.8 


28.2 


Type of first institution 
4-year 
Public 


0.5 


1.5 


51.5 


5.9 


25.3 


15.3 


Private nonprofit 


0.6 ! 


2.2 ! 


57.0 


2.8 


24.8 


12.6 


For-profit 


t 


13.1 


13.3 


t 


23.6 


45.9 


2-year 

Public 


5.9 


15.5 


t 


8.9 


32.3 


37.4 


Private nonprofit 


t 


24.4 ! 


t 


t 


31.9 


30.5 


For-profit 


18.5 


18.4 


t 


t 


14.7 


46.3 


Less-than-2-year 

Public 


66.0 


t 


t 


t 


8.4 


24.3 


For-profit 


51.0 


t 


t 


2.0 ! 


13.0 


34.1 


Attendance intensity through 2009 


Always full-time 


8.7 


7.9 


35.2 


2.4 


21.3 


24.5 


Mixed 


6.4 


11.0 


11.8 


10.0 


38.0 


22.8 


Always part-time 


8.4 


4.6 


t 


9.5 


10.3 


66.8 


Transfer status 


Never transferred 


9.0 


8.0 


32.7 


9.0 


t 


41.3 


Transferred 


4.9 


10.5 


t 


t 


84.6 


t 


Degree program, 2003-04 


No degree 


6.1 


7.1 


3.6 


9.0 


35.9 


38.3 


Certificate 


51.0 


0.7 ! 


t 


2.8 


12.6 


32.8 


Associate's degree 


3.4 


18.8 


0.8 


8.0 


31.1 


38.0 


Bachelor's degree 


0.2 


0.9 


55.5 


4.6 


24.4 


14.3 


Highest degree ever expected 
to complete, 2003-04 
No degree 


23.7 


t 


t 


t 


9.2 


! 63.6 


Certificate 


48.1 


t 


t 


1.8 ! 


9.4 


39.7 


Associate's degree 


15.6 


16.5 


t 


6.3 


16.5 


44.6 


Bachelor's degree 


7.3 


10.1 


14.3 


6.5 


28.8 


33.0 


Advanced degree 


3.2 


7.4 


32.9 


6.3 


29.1 


21.0 


Recent high school graduate 


Yes 


3.5 


8.6 


33.8 


5.6 


30.1 


18.5 


No 


14.2 


9.1 


4.9 


6.9 


21.9 


43.0 



See notes at end of table. 
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Table 4. ALL BEGINNING STUDENTS: ATTAINMENT AND RETENTION AT FIRST INSTITUTION: Six-year 

attainment and retention rates at first institution among all beginning students, by first institution type, 
enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, and demographics: 2004-09 — Continued 



Attained a degree from Did not attain a degree from 

first institution by spring 2009 1 first institution by spring 2009 

Highest degree attained Status as of spring 2009 

Had left first Had left first 
institution, institution, 
and had and had 



Characteristic Certificate 


Associate’s 

degree 


Bachelor’s 

degree 


Enrolled 
at first 
institution 


enrolled at 
another 
institution 


never enrolled 
at another 
institution 


Sex 


Male 


6.0 


8.2 


21.8 


6.5 


29.0 


28.4 


Female 


9.0 


9.2 


22.7 


5.9 


25.2 


28.1 


Age when first enrolled, 2003-04 


18 years or younger 


3.5 


8.5 


33.7 


5.8 


29.7 


18.7 


1 9 years 


5.0 


9.3 


27.6 


5.9 


30.7 


21.5 


20-23 years 


12.1 


8.9 


5.6 


6.3 


27.6 


39.5 


24-29 years 


17.4 


8.2 


3.4 


6.3 


20.2 


44.5 


30 years or older 


16.9 


9.0 


2.2 ! 


7.4 


13.0 


51.5 


Race/ethnicity 2 


White 


6.2 


9.5 


26.7 


5.5 


26.2 


26.0 


Black 


10.4 


6.7 


11.9 


7.4 


29.0 


34.6 


Hispanic 


14.2 


8.5 


11.3 


7.2 


23.2 


35.6 


Asian 


2.4 


7.8 


32.1 


5.7 


36.2 


15.7 


Other or Two or more races 


5.2 


7.3 


20.2 


8.3 


30.8 


28.2 


Dependency status, 2003-04 


Dependent 


4.3 


8.9 


30.0 


5.7 


30.1 


21.0 


Independent 


16.4 


8.5 


3.1 


7.2 


18.7 


46.2 


Highest education of parents, 2003-04 3 


High school or less 


13.1 


10.0 


10.3 


6.5 


22.7 


37.4 


Some postsecondary 


6.3 


11.3 


17.6 


7.0 


29.1 


28.7 


Bachelor’s degree or higher 


3.4 


6.3 


37.6 


5.2 


29.3 


18.3 


Dependent student family income level, 2002 


Lowest (less than $32,000) 


8.5 


9.6 


17.5 


6.0 


28.7 


29.7 


Low middle ($32,000-59,999) 


4.7 


10.0 


25.5 


7.3 


30.5 


21.9 


High middle ($60,000-91,999) 


1.6 


9.3 


33.3 


5.4 


31.5 


18.8 


Highest ($92,000 or more) 


1.7 


6.4 


46.3 


4.0 


29.6 


12.1 



t Not applicable. 

I Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable). Relative standard error is greater than 0.3 but less than 0.5. 

$ Reporting standards not met. 

1 These columns include some students who attained a degree and continued to be enrolled. 

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, and Other or Two or more races includes American Indian or Alaska Native, Native 
Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander, and individuals who indicated Other or Two or more races. 

3 Results include only students who knew their parents’ highest level of education. 

NOTE: Totals include students in private nonprofit less-than-2-year institutions. Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary 
institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2003-04 Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study, 
Second Follow-up (BPS:04/09). 







TABLES 



15 



Table 5. STUDENTS BEGINNING AT 2-YEAR PUBLIC COLLEGES: ATTAINMENT AND RETENTION AT FIRST 
INSTITUTION: Six-year attainment and retention rates at first institution among students beginning 
at 2-year public colleges, by enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, and 
demographics: 2004-09 





Attained a degree from 
first institution by spring 2009 1 


Did not attain a degree from 
first institution by spring 2009 




Highest degree attained 




Status as of spring 2009 


Characteristic 


Certificate 


Associate’s 

degree 


Enrolled 
at first 
institution 


Had left first 
institution, 
and had 
enrolled at 
another 
institution 


Had left first 
institution, 
and had 
never enrolled 
at another 
institution 


Total 


5.9 


15.5 


8.9 


32.3 


37.4 


Attendance intensity through 2009 


Always full-time 


6.4 


20.6 


3.2 


34.1 


35.7 


Mixed 


5.3 


16.8 


11.6 


40.2 


26.0 


Always part-time 


6.4 


5.0 


9.8 


10.0 


68.8 


Transfer status 


Never transferred 


8.0 


14.9 


14.8 


t 


62.2 


T ransferred 


2.6 ! 


16.3 


t 


81.1 


t 


Degree program, 2003-04 


No degree 


6.2 


7.8 


9.1 


36.5 


40.5 


Certificate 


47.6 


4.0 ! 


4.8 


I 16.0 


27.7 


Associate’s degree 


3.5 


17.7 


9.1 


32.4 


37.3 


Bachelor’s degree 


t 


t 


4 


4 


t 


Type of associate’s degree 


Occupational or technical 


6.3 


19.2 


8.6 


26.2 


39.7 


General education/transfer 


2.4 


17.1 


9.3 


34.7 


36.5 


Highest degree ever expected 
to complete, 2003-04 


No degree 


t 


t 


t 


4 


86.4 


Certificate 


36.0 


t 


2.5 


! 15.3 


43.5 


Associate’s degree 


9.4 


17.8 


8.3 


17.3 


47.1 


Bachelor’s degree 


4.1 


15.2 


8.3 


32.5 


39.9 


Advanced degree 


4.2 


16.1 


10.2 


39.0 


30.5 


Recent high school graduate 


Yes 


3.3 


19.7 


9.2 


40.7 


27.1 


No 


8.2 


11.7 


8.7 


24.7 


46.7 


Sex 


Male 


6.0 


13.1 


8.8 


35.3 


36.9 


Female 


5.8 


17.3 


9.0 


30.1 


37.8 



See notes at end of table. 
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Table 5. STUDENTS BEGINNING AT 2-YEAR PUBLIC COLLEGES: ATTAINMENT AND RETENTION AT FIRST 
INSTITUTION: Six-year attainment and retention rates at first institution among students beginning 
at 2-year public colleges, by enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, and 
demographics: 2004-09 — Continued 



Attained a degree from Did not attain a degree from 

first institution by spring 2009 1 first institution by spring 2009 



Highest degree attained Status as of spring 2009 



Characteristic 


Certificate 


Associate’s 

degree 


Enrolled 
at first 
institution 


Had left first 
institution, 
and had 
enrolled at 
another 
institution 


Had left first 
institution, 
and had 
never enrolled 
at another 
institution 


Age when first enrolled, 2003-04 


18 years or younger 


2.7 


19.5 


9.2 


40.7 


27.9 


1 9 years 


3.8 


18.0 


8.8 


39.1 


30.3 


20-23 years 


6.1 


11.2 


8.5 


31.1 


43.1 


24-29 years 


10.6 ! 


10.6 


8.1 


24.1 


46.6 


30 years or older 


11.6 


11.2 


9.3 


14.0 


53.9 


Race/ethnicity 2 


White 


6.8 


17.4 


8.0 


32.2 


35.6 


Black 


6.6 


9.9 


11.2 


32.5 


39.8 


Hispanic 


3.8 


13.5 


10.3 


25.6 


46.8 


Asian 


4 


15.9 


7.0 I 


52.3 


23.3 


Other or Two or more races 


3.2 ! 


13.3 


11.1 


35.9 


36.5 


Dependency status, 2003-04 


Dependent 


3.2 


18.5 


8.5 


39.1 


30.8 


Independent 


10.4 


10.3 


9.7 


20.9 


48.7 


Highest education of parents, 2003-04 3 


High school or less 


8.1 


14.5 


8.8 


25.2 


43.4 


Some postsecondary 


4.5 


17.6 


10.0 


32.9 


35.0 


Bachelor's degree or higher 


4.1 


15.7 


8.4 


42.5 


29.3 


Dependent student family income level, 2002 


Lowest (less than $32,000) 


3.2 


17.6 


7.8 


33.8 


37.7 


Low middle ($32,000-59,999) 


3.5 


18.5 


10.3 


38.9 


28.8 


High middle ($60,000-91,999) 


2.5 


19.1 


7.3 


41.4 


29.7 


Highest ($92,000 or more) 


3.6 ! 


19.3 


8.2 


45.2 


23.8 



t Not applicable. 

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable). Relative standard error is greater than 0.3 but less than 0.5. 
t Reporting standards not met. 

1 These columns include some students who attained a degree and continued to be enrolled. 

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, and Other or Two or more races includes American Indian or Alaska Native, Native 
Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander, and individuals who indicated Other or Two or more races. 

3 Results include only students who knew their parents’ highest level of education. 

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2003-04 Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study, 
Second Follow-up (BPS:04/09). 
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Table 6. STUDENTS BEGINNING AT 4-YEAR COLLEGES: ATTAINMENT AND RETENTION AT FIRST INSTITUTION: 
Six-year attainment and retention rates at first institution among students beginning at 4-year colleges, 
by first institution type, enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, and demographics: 
2004-09 



Attained a degree from Did not attain a degree from 

first institution by spring 2009 1 first institution by spring 2009 



Highest degree attained Status as of spring 2009 



Characteristic 


Certificate 


Associate’s 

degree 


Bachelor’s 

degree 


Enrolled 
at first 
institution 


Had left first 
institution, 
and had 
enrolled at 
another 
institution 


Had left first 
institution, 
and had 
never enrolled 
at another 
institution 


Total 


0.6 


2.6 


50.5 


4.6 


25.0 


16.7 


Type of first institution 


Public 


0.5 


1.5 


51.5 


5.9 


25.3 


15.3 


Private nonprofit 


0.6 ! 


2.2 ! 


57.0 


2.8 


24.8 


12.6 


For-profit 


4 


13.1 


13.3 


4 


23.6 


45.9 


Doctorate-granting status of first 
institution 


Doctorate 


0.5 ! 


0.7 ! 


60.7 


4.6 


22.5 


11.0 


Non-doctorate 


0.7 ! 


4.4 


40.3 


4.6 


27.5 


22.5 


Attendance intensity through 2009 


Always full-time 


0.4 ! 


2.3 


60.6 


2.6 


19.2 


14.9 


Mixed 


0.9 


3.0 


33.0 


8.4 


37.5 


17.2 


Always part-time 


4 


4 


4 


10.3 ! 


15.0 


! 64.8 


Degree program, 2003-04 


No degree 


4 


4.8 ! 


21.9 


10.2 ! 


35.9 


23.6 


Certificate 


10.9 ! 


# 


4 


4 


31.3 


! 50.7 


Associate’s degree 


3.2 ! 


20.8 


9.0 


3.0 ! 


26.6 


37.3 


Bachelor’s degree 


0.2 


0.9 


55.5 


4.6 


24.4 


14.3 


Highest degree ever expected 
to complete, 2003-04 


No degree 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


Certificate 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


Associate’s degree 


4 


21.0 ! 


4 


4 


21.9 


! 38.5 


Bachelor’s degree 


0.8 ! 


3.8 


39.6 


5.2 


28.0 


22.6 


Advanced degree 


0.3 ! 


1.6 


55.7 


4.4 


24.0 


13.9 


Recent high school graduate 


Yes 


0.3 


1.9 


56.2 


4.0 


25.1 


12.5 


No 


2.2 ! 


5.6 


24.6 


7.4 


24.5 


35.7 


Sex 


Male 


0.4 ! 


2.8 


47.5 


5.3 


26.5 


17.4 


Female 


0.8 


2.4 


52.8 


4.0 


23.8 


16.1 



See notes at end of table. 
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TABLES 



Table 6. STUDENTS BEGINNING AT 4-YEAR COLLEGES: ATTAINMENT AND RETENTION AT FIRST INSTITUTION: 
Six-year attainment and retention rates at first institution among students beginning at 4-year colleges, 
by first institution type, enrollment patterns, degree program, degree expectations, and demographics: 
2004-09— Continued 



Attained a degree from Did not attain a degree from 

first institution by spring 2009 1 first institution by spring 2009 



Highest degree attained Status as of spring 2009 



Characteristic Certificate 


Associate’s 

degree 


Bachelor’s 

degree 


Enrolled 
at first 
institution 


Had left first 
institution, 
and had 
enrolled at 
another 
institution 


Had left first 
institution, 
and had 
never enrolled 
at another 
institution 


Age when first enrolled, 2003-04 


18 years or younger 


0.5 ! 


1.9 


56.2 


4.3 


24.8 


12.3 


1 9 years 


0.4 ! 


2.4 


53.2 


4.2 


26.2 


13.5 


20-23 years 


t 


3.4 ! 


27.1 


6.4 


28.1 


33.7 


24-29 years 


t 


4 


17.9 


4.9 ! 


24.9 


43.9 


30 years or older 


t 


7.2 ! 


13.8 ! 


8.7 


16.5 


51.3 


Race/ethnicity 2 


White 


0.7 ! 


2.5 


54.8 


3.9 


23.1 


15.0 


Black 


t 


3.1 ! 


34.8 


5.7 


30.8 


24.9 


Hispanic 


0.4 ! 


3.1 ! 


36.1 


7.6 


29.3 


23.5 


Asian 


# 


t 


60.0 


4.4 


25.8 


8.5 


Other or Two or more races 


t 


t 


45.9 


5.7 ! 


28.9 


17.2 


Dependency status, 2003-04 


Dependent 


0.5 ! 


2.1 


54.6 


4.3 


25.3 


13.3 


Independent 


2.0 ! 


5.9 ! 


17.8 


7.4 


22.5 


44.4 


Highest education of parents, 2003-04 3 


High school or less 


1.2 ! 


4.0 


36.4 


5.9 


26.0 


26.7 


Some postsecondary 


t 


4.0 


43.2 


4.9 


27.6 


19.1 


Bachelor’s degree or higher 


0.2 ! 


1.4 


60.1 


3.8 


23.4 


11.2 


Dependent student family income level, 2002 


Lowest (less than $32,000) 


t 


2.8 


40.8 


5.4 


28.0 


21.9 


Low middle ($32,000-59,999) 


0.6 


3.4 


49.5 


5.4 


25.6 


15.6 


High middle ($60,000-91,999) 


t 


2.0 


57.1 


4.3 


25.2 


11.1 


Highest ($92,000 or more) 


* 


0.7 ! 


66.6 


2.4 


23.3 


6.9 



# Rounds to zero. 

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable). Relative standard error is greater than 0.3 but less than 0.5. 

$ Reporting standards not met. 

1 These columns include some students who attained a degree and continued to be enrolled. 

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, and Other or Two or more races includes American Indian or Alaska Native, Native 
Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander, and individuals who indicated Other or Two or more races. 

3 Results include only students who knew their parents’ highest level of education. 

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2003-04 Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study, 
Second Follow-up (BPS:04/09). 
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Appendix A- Glossary 



All of the variables that were used in this report are described in this glossary. The 
variables were taken directly from the 2004, 2006, and 2009 Beginning 
Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study (BPS:04/06/09) PowerStats. PowerStats 
is an online software application that generates tables from the BPS:04/06/09 data 
(see appendix B for a description of PowerStats), and it can be accessed at 
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/ . In the glossary, the items are listed in alphabetical order 
by the variable label. The name of each variable appears to the right of the variable 
label. 



Glossary Index 



Category 

Age first year enrolled, 2003-04 AGE 

Attainment and persistence at any institution PRLVL6Y 

Attainment and retention at first institution PROUTFI6 

Attendance intensity through June 2009 ENINPT6Y 

BPS:04/06/09 panel weight WTB000 

Degree program, 2003-04 UGDEG 

Dependency status, 2003-04 DEPEND 

Dependent student family income level, 2002 DEPINC 

Doctorate-granting status of first institution FSECDOC 

Fdighest degree ever expected to complete, 2003-04 FflGFiLVEX 

FFighest education of parents, 2003-04 PAREDUC 

Race/ethnicity RACE 

Recent high school graduate FALLIdSFT 

Sex GENDER 

Transfer status TFNUM6Y 

Type of associate’s degree UGDEGAA 

Type of first institution FSECTOR 
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Variable 

Age first year enrolled, 2003-04 AGE 

Indicates the student’s age on December 31, 2003. This continuous variable was collapsed into the 
following categories for this report: 

1 8 years or younger 

1 9 years 
20-23 years 
24-29 years 

30 years or older 

Attainment and persistence at any institution PRLVL6Y 

Indicates the highest degree attained, or if no degree was attained, the level of the institution where 
the respondent was enrolled in spring 2009. Respondents were considered to be enrolled through 
spring 2009 if they were still enrolled anywhere after January 2009. 



Certificate 


The respondent’s highest level of attainment at any 
institution by spring 2009 was a certificate. 


Associate’s degree 


The respondent’s highest level of attainment at any 
institution by spring 2009 was an associate’s degree. 


Bachelor’s degree 


The respondent’s highest level of attainment at any 
institution by spring 2009 was a bachelor’s degree. 


No degree, enrolled 
at 4-year institution 


The respondent had not attained a degree or certificate 
by spring 2009 but was enrolled in a 4-year institution 
in spring 2009. 


No degree, enrolled 
at less-than-4-year 
institution 


The respondent had not attained a degree or certificate 
by spring 2009 but was enrolled in a less-than-4-year 
institution in spring 2009. 


No degree, 
not enrolled 


The respondent had not attained a degree or certificate 
by spring 2009 and was not enrolled at any institution 
in spring 2009. 



Attainment and retention at first institution PROUTFI6 

Indicates the respondent’s attainment, enrollment, or transfer status as of spring 2009 at the first 
institution attended. Respondents were considered to be enrolled through spring 2009 if they were 
still enrolled anywhere after January 2009. 



Certificate 



Associate’s degree 



Bachelor’s degree 



The respondent’s highest level of attainment at the first 
institution attended by spring 2009 was a certificate. 

The respondent’s highest level of attainment at the first 
institution attended by spring 2009 was an associate’s 
degree. 

The respondent’s highest level of attainment at the first 
institution attended by spring 2009 was a bachelor’s 
degree. 
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Variable 



Attainment and retention at first institution — continued 



PROUTFI6 



No degree from first 
institution, enrolled 
at first institution 



The respondent had not attained a degree or certificate 
at the first institution attended but was enrolled 
at the first institution attended in spring 2009. 



No degree from first institution, 
left first institution, enrolled 
in another institution 



The respondent had not attained a degree or certificate 
at the first institution attended and had left this 
institution and enrolled in a different institution 
by spring 2009. 



No degree from first institution, 
left first institution, never 
enrolled in another institution 



The respondent had not attained a degree or certificate 
at the first institution and had left this institution and 
never enrolled at another institution by spring 2009. 



Attendance intensity through June 2009 ENINPT6Y 

Indicates the respondent’s pattern of full-time, part-time, or mixed full-time and part-time attendance 
intensity in the months enrolled at all postsecondary institutions between July 2003 and June 2009. 
Full-time attendance generally means enrollment in 12 or more credit hours per term or 24 credit 
hours per academic year. Students enrolled full time in an academic year except for the summer 
months (in which they may have been enrolled part time) were considered to be enrolled always full 
time. 



Always full-time 
Mixed 

Always part-time 

BPS:04/06/09 panel weight WTB000 

The BPS:04/06/09 panel weight was used to produce the tables in this report. This is the longitudinal 
study weight that is used for the analysis of the beginning students for whom sufficient survey data 
was available to be included as sample members in all three years of the BPS interviews (2004, 2006, 
and 2009). 

Degree program, 2003-04 UGDEG 

Indicates the undergraduate student’s degree program during the 2003-04 academic year. Based 
primarily on the 2004 interview question “What degree were you working on at [the National 
Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS) sample school]?” For non-respondents, the degree 
program reported by the NPSAS institution or reported by the student in the federal financial aid 
application was used. This variable was edited to ensure that the degree program students reported was 
actually offered by their institution. Thus students who reported working on a bachelor’s degree at a 
2-year college were classified as in an associate’s degree program and students who reported working 
on a bachelor’s degree or an associate’s degree at a less-than-2-year college were classified as in a 
certificate program. 

No degree The student was not enrolled in a certificate or degree 

program. 

Certificate The student was enrolled in a certificate program below 

an associate’s degree. 
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Variable 



Degree program, 2003-04 — continued 

Associate’s degree 



UGDEG 

The student was enrolled in an associate’s degree 
program. 



Bachelor’s degree 



The student was enrolled in a bachelor’s degree 
program. 



Dependency status, 2003-04 DEPEND 

Indicates the student’s dependency status for federal financial aid and whether the student had any 
dependents of his or her own in 2003-04. Students were considered to be financially independent of 
their parents for federal financial aid purposes in 2003-04 if they were age 24 or older on December 
31, 2003 or if they met any of the following criteria: were married; had legal dependents; were 
veterans of the U.S. armed forces or on active duty; were orphans or wards of the court; or were 
enrolled in a graduate or professional degree program (beyond the bachelor’s degree) in 2003-04. All 
other students under 24 were considered to be dependent unless they could document that they were 
receiving no parental support and were determined to be independent by a financial aid officer using 
professional judgment. 

Dependent 

Independent 

Dependent student family income level, 2002 DEPINC 

Indicates the total income of dependent students’ parents in 2002. This variable is based on amounts 
reported in the financial aid application, estimates by students in the student interview, and stochastic 
imputation. Prior calendar year income is reported in the financial aid application and is used in 
determining the expected family contribution (EFC) in need analysis. The low and high categories 
used here are approximately the lowest and highest 25 percent of the income range for all dependent 
students’ families. 

Lowest (Less than $32,000) 

Low middle ($32,000-59,999) 

High middle ($60,000-91,999) 

Highest ($92,000 or more) 

Doctorate-granting status of first institution FSECDOC 

Indicates whether the first 4-year institution the student attended did or did not grant doctorates. 
Less-than-4-year institutions are not included in this variable. 

Doctorate 

Non-doctorate 
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Variable 

Highest degree ever expected to complete, 2003-04 HIGHLVEX 

When asked in 2003-04, the highest level of education that the student ever expected to complete. 



No degree 


The student did not ever expect to complete a degree. 


Certificate 


The highest level of education the student ever 
expected to complete was a certificate. 


Associate’s degree 


The highest level of education the student ever 
expected to complete was an associate’s degree. 


Bachelor’s degree 


The highest level of education the student ever 
expected to complete was a bachelor’s degree. 


Advanced degree 


The highest level of education the student ever 
expected to complete was a post-bachelor’s or post- 
master’s certificate, a master’s degree, a doctoral degree, 
or a first-professional degree. 



Highest education of parents, 2003-04 PAREDUC 

When asked in 2003-04, the highest level of education completed by the student’s mother or father, 
whoever had the highest level. Students who did not know their parents’ education level (2.7 percent) 
are not included in the categories presented in this report. 

High school or less Student’s parents earned a high school diploma or 

equivalent or did not complete high school. 

Some postsecondary Student’s parents attended some postsecondary 

education, but did not earn a bachelor’s degree. 

Bachelor’s degree or higher Student’s parents attained a bachelor’s or 

advanced degree. 



Race/ethnicity RACE 

Indicates the student’s race/ethnicity with Hispanic or Latino origin as a separate category. 
Race/ethnicity data were collected separately and combined for reporting purposes. All of the race 
categories exclude Hispanic origin unless specified. 



White 



Black 



Hispanic 



Asian 



A person having origins in any of the original peoples 
of Europe, North Africa, or the Middle East. 

A person having origins in any of the black racial 
groups of Africa. 

A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or 
South American, or other Spanish culture or origin, 
regardless of race. 

A person having origins in any of the peoples of the Far 
East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent. This 
includes people from China, Japan, Korea, the 
Philippine Islands, India, and Vietnam. 
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Race/ethnicity — continued 

Other or Two or 
more races 



Variable 

RACE 

Includes persons having origins in any of the 
original peoples of North America and who maintain 
cultural identification through tribal affiliation or 
community recognition (American Indians), Alaska 
Natives, person having origins in the Pacific Islands 
including Hawaii and Samoa, persons reporting having 
origins in race not listed above, and persons reporting 
origins in more than one race. 



Recent high school graduate FALLHSFT 

Recent high school graduates were students who graduated from high school with a regular diploma in 
2003 or early 2004. This variable was aggregated to the following categories in this report: 



Yes 

No 



Male 

Female 



The student graduated from high school with a regular 
diploma in 2003 or early 2004. 

The student did not have a regular high school diploma 
or graduated prior to 2003. 

Variable 

GENDER 



Transfer status TFNUM6Y 

Indicates the number of transfers between institutions as of June 2009. A transfer occurs when the 
respondent leaves one institution (the origin) and enrolls at another institution (the destination) for 
four or more months. Students who co-enrolled in a second institution without leaving the first 
institution are not considered to be transfers. This transfer definition does not consider whether 
course credits were accepted by the destination institution. This variable was aggregated to the 
following categories in this report: 

Never transferred The respondent never transferred to another 

institution. 

T ransferred The respondent transferred to another institution at 

least once. 

Type of associate’s degree UGDEGAA 

Indicates the student’s type of associate’s degree program during the 2003-04 academic year. This 
variable is based on the 2004 student interview or the type of program reported by the institution 
attended. Students who reported working on a bachelor’s degree at a 2-year college were placed in the 
general education/ transfer category. 

Occupational or technical The student was working on an applied associate’s 

degree in occupational or technical programs that are 
generally terminal degrees. 

General education/transfer The student was working on an academic associate’s 

degree in general education or in preparation for 
transfer to a 4-year institution. 
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Type of first institution FSECTOR 

Indicates the level and control of the first institution attended by the student in 2003-04, based on 
the classification in the 2003 Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) Institutional 
Characteristics file. Control concerns the source of revenue and control of operations (public, private 
nonprofit, for-profit), and level concerns the highest degree or award offered by the institution in any 
program. Four-year institutions award at least a bachelor’s degree; 2-year institutions award at least an 
associate’s degree; less-than-2-year institutions award certificates or other credentials in vocational 
programs lasting less than 2 years. In most cases, the first institution attended in 2003-04 is also the 
institution at which the student was sampled for NPSAS:04. However, if the student was enrolled at 
another institution for more than 3 months in 2003—04 prior to enrolling at the NPSAS sample 
institution, the prior institution was classified as the first institution attended. Private nonprofit less- 
than-2-year institutions were included in the overall totals and totals for less-than-2-year institutions, 
but the sample size was too small to show them as a separate category. 

4-year 

Public 

Private nonprofit 
For-profit 

2-year 

Public 

Private nonprofit 
For-profit 

Fess-than-2-year 

Public 

For-profit 
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Appendix B-BPS:04/09 Technical Notes and 
Methodology 

Overview 

The Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study (BPS) is conducted for 
the U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) to address the need for nationally representative data on key postsecondary 
education issues. BPS explores topics related to postsecondary enrollment and 
persistence in the United States and evaluates the benefits of postsecondary education 
to individuals and society. 

BPS is unique in that it focuses exclusively on a nationally representative sample of 
students who are enrolled in postsecondary education for the first time (collectively 
referred to as first-time beginners or FTBs). Study eligibility is determined by a 
student’s first postsecondary enrollment date rather than age-related determinants 
such as the student’s high school graduation year. As such, BPS includes non- 
traditional students from a variety of backgrounds. In addition, BPS collects data on 
sample members’ complete postsecondary enrollment history during the period 
between the base year study and the final follow-up, making it distinct from typical 
within-institution retention and attainment studies that do not track students as they 
move between schools. 

BPS:04 is the third cohort of FTBs to be tracked by NCES since 1990. It follows 
first-time beginners identified in the 2003-04 National Postsecondary Student Aid 
Study (NPSAS:04) through two follow-up data collections conducted during the 
third and sixth years after the base year study. 1 BPS:04/09 is the second follow-up 
data collection of the BPS:04 cohort. 

As with previous BPS studies, BPS:04/09 includes a multi-mode student interview 
component that collects information on students’ education and employment since 
their first enrollment in postsecondary education. For the first time in the BPS series 



1 NPSAS is a nationally representative, cross-sectional survey of postsecondary students that has been 
conducted at regular 3 to 4 year intervals since 1986. For more information see the NPSAS:04 Full- 
Scale Methodology Report. 
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of studies, BPS:04/09 includes a transcript component that provides researchers with 
additional institution- and student-level data for analysis. 



Data Sources for BPS:04/09 

BPS:04/09 includes some data that were originally collected for NPSAS:04 and 

BPS:04/06. Data were obtained from the following sources: 

• Student interview: Data collected directly from sampled students via web, 
telephone, and field interviews. 

• Student records: Data from institutional financial aid and registrar records at 
the institutions currently attended. These data were entered at the institution 
by institution personnel or field data collectors using a computer-assisted data 
entry (CADE) program or directly downloaded to a data file. 

• Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS): U.S. 

Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 
database of descriptive information about individual postsecondary 
institutions. 

• Central Processing System (CPS): U.S. Department of Education database 
of federal financial aid applications. 

• National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS): U.S. Department of 
Education database of federal Title IV loans and Pell grants. 

• SAT: Student SAT data from the College Board. 

• ACT: Student ACT data from ACT. 

• National Student Clearinghouse (NSC): A central repository and single 
point of contact for the collection of postsecondary enrollment, degree, and 
certificate records on behalf of participating postsecondary institutions. 

• Student transcript: Student enrollment and achievement data collected from 
postsecondary institutions as part of the BPS:04/09 Postsecondary Education 
Transcript Study (BPS:04/09 PETS). 

• College catalogue: Institutional- and course-level data collected from 
postsecondary institution materials as part of BPS:04/09 PETS. 

Table B-l indicates whether a data source was new for the given study (N), carried 

over from the previous round without being refreshed (CO), or carried over from the 

previous round but refreshed (R). 
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Table B-1 . Data sources for NPSAS:04, BPS:04/06, and BPS:04/09 



Data source 


NPSAS:04 


BPS:04/06 


BPS:04/09 


Student interview 


N 


N 


N 


Student records 


N 


CO 


CO 


Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) 


N 


CO 


CO 


Central Processing System (CPS) 


N 


R 


R 


National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS) 


N 


R 


R 


SAT 


t 


N 


CO 


ACT 


t 


N 


CO 


National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) 


t 


N 


R 


Student transcript 


t 


t 


N 


College catalogue 


t 


t 


N 



t Not applicable. 

NOTE: N = New data source, CO = Data carried over from previous round and not refreshed, R = Data carried over 
from previous round and refreshed. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2003-04 National Postsecondary 
Student Aid Study (NPSAS:04), 2004/06 Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study (BPS:04/06) and 
2004/09 Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study (BPS:04/09). 



Sample Design 

Four key components determined the sample makeup for BPS:04/09: the definition 
of the NPSAS institution and respondent universes; the NPSAS institution- and 
student-level base year sample selections; the definition of the BPS:04/06 sample; 
and the updating of the BPS:04/06 panel for the BPS:04/09 wave. Each of these 
pieces is discussed in detail below. 

Base-Year Study (NPSAS:04) 

To be eligible for inclusion in the BPS:04 cohort, students must have been part of 
the student universe at an institution included in the NPSAS:04 institution universe. 
The definition of each universe is presented below. 

Institution Universe for NPSAS :04 

To be eligible for the NPSAS :04 sample, institutions were required to have met five 
criteria during the 2003-04 academic year. They must have 

• been eligible to distribute Title IV funds; 

• offered an educational program designed for persons who have completed a 
high school education; 

• offered at least one academic, occupational, or vocational program of study 
lasting at least 3 months or 300 clock hours; 
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• offered courses that were open to persons other than the employees or 
members of the company or group (e.g., union) that administers the 
institution; and 

• been located in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, or Puerto Rico. 

These conditions are consistent with previous NPSAS studies with two exceptions: 
First, prior to NPSAS:2000, institutions were not required to be eligible to distribute 
Title IV funds to be eligible for selection, 2 and second, previous NPSAS studies 
excluded institutions that offered only correspondence courses. 3 

Student Universe for NPSAS :04 

Students eligible for NPSAS :04 were those who were enrolled in eligible institutions 
as defined above, and who satisfied both of the following eligibility requirements: 

• they were enrolled in either an academic program, at least one course for 
credit that could be applied toward fulfilling the requirements for an 
academic degree, or an occupational or vocational program that required at 
least 3 months or 300 clock hours of instruction to receive a degree, 
certificate, or other formal award; and 

• they were not concurrently or solely enrolled in high school, or in a General 
Educational Development (GED) or other high school completion program. 

Institution Sample for NPSAS :04 

The institution sampling frame for NPSAS:04 was constructed from the 2000-01 
and 2001-02 Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) 

Institutional Characteristics (IC) file, header files, and the 2000 and 2001 Fall 
Enrollment files. The sample of institutions was refreshed using the 2002—03 IPEDS 
to ensure that newly formed institutions were included in the sampling frame and 
IPEDS records for NPSAS-ineligible institutions were removed. Additionally, the 
IPEDS files were cleaned to remove any cases with missing enrollment data and those 
with an unusually large or small enrollment. 4 



2 An indicator of Title IV eligibility has been added to the analysis files from earlier NPSAS studies to 
facilitate comparable analyses. 

3 However, NPSAS:04 included such institutions if they were eligible to distribute Title IV student 
aid. 

4 Missing IPEDS enrollment data had been previously imputed for most, but not all, of the 
NPSAS:04 institutions. This step fdled in missing data for any remaining institutions. Institutions 
with unusually large or small enrollment counts, especially those resulting from imputation, were 
excluded, as accurate enrollment data was required to ensure accurate probabilities of selection and 
sample allocation. 



APPENDIX B— TECHNICAL NOTES AMD METHODOLOGY 



After cleaning, the sample of institutions was selected from the sampling frame 
defined above. 5 To allow for state-level analysis of the effects of tuition and student 
aid policies, three types of institutions — public 2-year institutions, public 4-year 
institutions, and private nonprofit 4-year institutions — were oversampled in 12 
states. Oversampled institutions came from California, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Nebraska, New York, Oregon, Tennessee, and 
Texas. These states were chosen because their institutions expressed an interest in, 
and a willingness to support, NPSAS participation. 



Table B-2 describes the NPSAS :04 institution sample by institution type, as defined 
by institution control (e.g., private nonprofit) and institution level (e.g., 2-year). The 
number of sampled institutions was 1,670, of which 1,630 were confirmed eligible to 
participate. 6 Of the 1,630 eligible institutions, 1,360 (84 percent) provided student 
enrollment lists. 

Table B-2. NPSAS:04 institution sample sizes and yield, by institution type: 2004 



Eligible institutions that provided 
enrollment lists 



Institution type 


Sampled 

institutions 


Eligible 

institutions 


Number 


Unweighted 

percent 


Weighted 

percent 


Total 


1,670 


1,630 


1,360 


83.5 


80.0 


Public 


Less-than-2-year 


70 


60 


50 


76.6 


74.3 


2-year 


380 


380 


320 


85.4 


77.6 


4-year non-doctorate-granting 


130 


130 


110 


85.1 


70.3 


4-year doctorate-granting 


230 


230 


200 


86.3 


87.1 


Private 

Nonprofit 


2-year or less 


70 


70 


70 


89.0 


92.6 


4-year non-doctorate- granting 


280 


270 


220 


81.9 


78.1 


4-year doctorate-granting 


220 


220 


170 


77.7 


80.8 


For-profit 


Less-than-2-year 


170 


160 


140 


84.0 


82.3 


2-year or more 


110 


110 


90 


84.4 


88.2 



NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2004 National Postsecondary 
Student Aid Study (NPSAS:04). 



5 A direct, unclustered sample of institutions has been used for each NPSAS cohort since NPSAS:96. 
Prior to NPSAS:96, a clustered sample of institutions was selected for the study. 

6 Among the ineligible institutions, 10 closed after the sampling frame was defined, 10 failed to meet 
one or more of the NPSAS criteria for institution eligibility and the remaining 10 had enrollment lists 
that were combined with eligible institutions because of an affiliation between the campuses. 




